
Jacoby Creek Children’s Education Foundation 
 

Date: September 4, 2018 
   Location: Jacoby Creek School library 
 
   Board of Directors  
   Voting Officers (4)  

Present: Hanh Trieu, Tiffany Alway 
Absent: John Harper, Jeff Coontz 

   Voting At-Large Members (2-5) 
Present: Elizabeth Savoca-Fogg, Michele Gerdes, Amy Taylor  
Absent: Paulette Hawkins 

Non Voting Members (3-4) 
Present: Heidi Walsh, Angie Pierce 
Absent: Melanie Nannizzi 

 
   Members of the public present: Katrina Knox, Davita McGoldrick, Colleen Bryie 
 
  
   The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.  
   August minutes cannot be approved. We do not have a quorum.  
   Katrina and Michele volunteered to put PP packets together. 
  
   Financial update  

● Jeff emailed the account balances to everyone. 
● There is $17,000 in our account for the start of this school year. 

 
   Panther Pentathlon 

● Hanh has ordered lunches with Melynda. 
● Hour of Code was discussed with Keith Mack. He will confirm reserving the library with 

Marci. 
● Melanie confirmed the 5 stations with Hanh. Heidi also confirmed. 
● Angie will confirm with Megan for DJ at tomorrow's staff meeting. She will also remind 

her about cycling songs, no continued repeats of same song. 
● Have teachers ask for volunteers at Back to School Night. Maybe the room parent can 

also be the classroom representative for Foundation.  
● Kickoff rally on 9/10/18 at 1:30pm. 
● John will represent at Back to School Night on 9/6/18. He will also announce that we 

are looking for new members. Amy asked about protocol for new members. Main 
requirement is attending 2 consecutive Foundation meetings. 

● PP packets go home 9/11/18 with Tuesday folders. Eblast will be sent for the kick off. 
Heidi has the 2 banners. John will be asked to hang them that day. Banners shouldn't 
have dates on them but if one does, then it won't be used. 

● Tiffany will represent at Back to School Night on 9/13/18. Elizabeth and Hanh won't be 
there. It is the same night as Back to School for Arcata High. 

● Thermometer will hang on 9/17/18. It does say goal of $50,000 on it.  



● Katrina and Davita will count the donations. Not sure how long the information should 
be kept. Generally, it's 7 years for all tax purposes. This can be checked with Jeff or 
Foundation's CPA. 

● Tuesday notes will be sent on green paper. 
● Eblast and the Sign Up Genius link will be sent 9/28/18, the Friday before PP. 
● Ask the teachers to include in the Tuesday note being sent on 10/2/18 to remind kids 

to bring a sack lunch since they won't be getting a hot lunch that day. Heidi says the 
monthly lunch menu can be modified. Hanh will email Melynda to change the menu for 
that day. 

● Heidi is currently working on the class rotations for PP day. 
● Elizabeth asked who was the coordinator for parent volunteers that day. Amy did it for 

Auction Night and volunteered to be the coordinator for PP. Charades usually always 
needs help. Music needs only 1 volunteer. Don't know if Spanish games will need 
volunteers. Hanh will ask Jennifer Velasquez. One hour shifts work best for volunteers 
to sign up. It is 20 minutes per rotation. 

● Heidi asked where people should put the items they are donating. Last year, it was 
disorganized. It was decided to have teachers keep the fruit in their classrooms and we 
will come and get them that Friday morning. Amy has volunteered. She can borrow the 
wagons from the classrooms on the other side of the office. 

● Website has been updated. The goal was calculated to $120/student. The donation 
amounts are: $50, 120, 180, 365. 

● The custom Converse Chuck Taylors are $75. This is the classic canvas. Suede and 
leather are more expensive. Shipping and handling is free. Discussion of how the kids 
will get their prize. Heidi suggested allowing the kids to design it online with a budget 
limit of $100. The orders will be saved and we can do one bulk order. Hanh agreed this 
will ensure we know all the kids receive their prize. Colleen agreed this sounded like 
the easiest method. Future prize ideas were discussed, including apparel like beanies. 
Hanh thought the prizes went away from apparel over the years because PTO sells 
JCS logo clothing already. 

● Heidi found original JCS newsletter from Spring 2011 regarding start of PP fundraiser. 
School used to have 1-2 fundraisers/month to pay for programs and field trips before 
creating one big fundraiser. The goal at that time was also $50,000. Heidi thinks they 
were able to raise $55,000 that first year. Amy felt it would be beneficial to make 
parents aware the PP is the one fundraiser the school has. 

● Hanh still has last year's PP prizes that could be given to the large 6th grade class to 
sell as a fundraiser for their class. There are some socks, about 20 water bottles, pint 
glasses, flashlights, etc. Heidi suggested contacting Megan and Hollie for their Back to 
School Night. Another suggestion was 6th grade could set up a table and sell the items 
at the Harvest Carnival. Colleen said Holiday Boutique may not be an option since it 
was organized by 2 parents who expressed that they may not do it again. Hanh will 
email Megan, Hollie, and Jocelyn tonight.  

● The extra money from past PP was spent on a new water hydration station in gym, 
new PA system, and laminator and supplies. In the interest of being transparent with 
where the donated money goes, consider including pie chart display to show where the 
money was spent. It is easy to read and percentages can be used instead of dollar 
amounts. 

● The net amount from 2017's PP was $62,154.72. It was $70,000 in 2016.  



● Does anyone know how TK's money is spent since Mary Dominick receives the fulll 
amount that the TK parents donate. Does Mary use it all and what has she used it for. 
It had previously been decided to give her the money directly since TK kids do not 
benefit from any of the PP programs yet. 

 
   Auction Night 

● Discussion and planning can start in November, after PP. 
● Elizabeth has agreed to volunteer to be Auction Chair again. 
● Hanh has a car she can donate to Auction Night that Melissa Rice can restore. It is a 

white 1997 BMW Z3 with soft top convertible. Needs a new battery. Would tell Melissa 
to have ready by Feb 2019 so it can be shown off in the parking lot before Auction 
Night. Melissa does body repair but is not a mechanic. Would need to make sure 
engine is good. What options if car does not sell at the minimum price. Elizabeth noted 
it could then be sold on Craigslist. Colleen suggested a raffle but Heidi found online 
information that noted a raffle would not be allowable due to it being considered a 
gaming type of activity and we are a non-profit organization. 

 
     Hanh let it be known that this will be her last year as President for JCCEF. She will continue to  

participate in the Foundation but is stepping down so someone else can bring new 
ideas and energy. 

 
     Next meeting is 10/2/18 at 5:30PM. Meeting adjourned. 


